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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 11 and 17-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jendroska et al. (US PG Pub 2002/0129720). 

For claim 1 1 : Jendroska et al. teaches a transport device (page 1 , paragraph 20, 
wagon 34) for sleeve shaped covers (page 2, paragraph 24, 56) for cylinders (page 1, 
paragraph 2, printing sleeve or engrave roller sleeves) in printing units of a printing 
press (page 1 , paragraph 3, printing machines) comprising a translation element (page 
1 , paragraph 20, wagon 34), a plurality of carrier elements (page 1 , paragraph 2, shelf 
50 and mandrels 54) wherein moving the translation element causes carrier elements to 
be positioned so that the covers are directly transferable to the cylinders (page 2, 
paragraph 23, shelf can be lifted to allow personnel to change sleeves directly). 
For claim 17: The path taken by the wagon in Jendroska et al. returns it to the printing 
station and thus is a closed loop. 

For claim 18: Jendroska et al. teaches that the changing station is found with a printing 
machine (page 1, paragraph 1). 

For claim 19: Jendroska et al. teaches a method of changing sleeve-shaped covers 
(page 2, paragraph 24, 56) for cylinders (page 1 , paragraph 2) in printing units of a 
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printing press (page 1, paragraph 3) using a plurality of carrier elements (page 1, 
paragraph 20, wagon 34) designed to carry the sleeve shaped covers comprising the 
steps of positioning a group of empty carrier elements (page 1 , paragraph 2, shelf 50 
and mandrels 54) in front of cylinders that carry sleeve shaped covers, removing and 
directly transferring sleeve-shaped covers to the empty carrier (page 2, paragraph 23, 
sleeves changed with one mandrel left free), positioning a group of carrier elements for 
receiving sleeve-shaped covers in front of the cylinders and directly transferring and 
mounting the covers to the cylinders (page 2, paragraph 23, sleeves changed). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 2-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jendroska et al. (US PG Pub 2002/0129720) in view of Francille et al. (US Patent 
5,706,731). 

Jendroska et al. teaches all of the limitations of claim 1 2 as found in parent claim 1 1 
above. Jendroska et al. does not teach that the transport device comprises a device for 
mounting a plate-shaped printing master to at least one of the covers. However, 
Francille et al. teaches a device for mounting of a plate shaped printing master to a 
plate holder sleeve for a cylinder of a printing press (column 1 , lines 20-25). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the build this mounting device into 
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the transport of Jendroska et al. for on the go mounting of necessary printing plates for 
the printing cylinders of a printing press. 

For claim 13: Francille et al. teaches that the device for mounting includes an air 
pressure element for mounting (column 4, lines 50-52, nozzles 22). 
For claim 14: Jendroska et al. does not teach a device for removing plate printing 
masters from the sleeve shaped cover. However, Francille et al. teaches a device for 
removing the printing master plate from the sleeves (column 5, lines 18-20, operations 
in reverse order). It would have been obvious to implement the removing device as 
taught by Francille et al. for the purpose of removing the plate printing master to replace 
it when worn. 

For claim 15: Francille et al. teaches a suction device for removing the plate (column 5, 
lines 18-30, reversing the order of operations, nozzle can function as suction device 22). 
5. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jendroska et al. (US PG Pub 2002/0129720) in view of Francille et al. (US Patent 
5,706,731) and Asai (US Patent 6,450,095). 

For claim 16: Jendroska et al. teaches all of the limitations of claim 16 as found in 
parent claim 1 1 above. Jendroska et al. does not teach a device for mounting or 
removing plate-shaped printing masters from the printing press in the path of the web in 
the printing press. Francille teaches both mounting and removing devices (column 1 , 
lines 20-25, and column 5, lines 18-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate said mounting and removing devices to the invention of 
Jendroska et al. for the purpose of being able to change the plates when necessary. 
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The combination of Jendroska et al. and Francille et al. does not teach that the 
devices are placed within the path of a web moving in the printing press. However, Asai 
teaches a plate mounting unit in a printing press employed in the reverse of the printing 
units (column 4, lines 1 -1 0). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to place the mounting and removing units in the 
printing press itself for the purpose being able to mount directly at or before the time the 
sleeve is installed. 

6. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jendroska et al. (US PG Pub 2002/0129720) in view of Leib (US Patent 6,000,336). 
Jendroska et al. teaches all of the elements of claim 20 as found in parent claim 19 
above. Jendroska et al. does not teach that the cover is a cover for transfer cylinders. 
However, Leib teaches sleeves for a transfer cylinder (column 2, lines 37-40). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to change transfer cylinder sleeves in the method taught by Jendroska as transfer 
cylinder sleeves may also be worn and too heavy to change without the risk of an 
accident. 

7. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jendroska et al. (US PG Pub 2002/0129720) and Leib (US Patent 6,000,336) as 
applied to claim 20 above in further view of Asai (US Patent 6,450,095). 

The combination of Jendroska et al. and Leib teaches all of the limitations of claim 21 as 
found in claim 20 above. Additionally, the teachings of Jendroska et al. enable the 
positioning of additional carrier elements (page 1, paragraph 2, shelf 50 and mandrels 
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54) in front of the printing cylinders that carry plate shaped printing masters. Jendroska 
et al. teaches transferring the plates onto the empty carrier (page 2, paragraph 23, 
sleeves changed with one mandrel left free), and positioning a group of carrier elements 
for receiving sleeve-shaped covers in front of the cylinders and directly transferring and 
mounting the covers to the cylinders (page 2, paragraph 23, sleeves changed). The 
combination does not teach the mounting of the printing masters to the cylinders. 
However, Asai teaches the mounting of printing masters onto cylinders within the 
printing machine (column 4, lines 1 -1 0). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to mount the printing masters onto 
cylinders within the printing machine to provide fresh printing plates when worn ones 
are removed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID BANH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3851 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9 :30AM -8PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571 )272-2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



DHB 

July 28, 2008 



/Daniel J. Colilla/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 



